,86	THE LAST GENRO
He showed no sign of surprise when he found Ito's followers sitting
in conference with their chief. Ito, still resting comfortably on the
tiger skin, greeted him: "Ah, Katsura, glad you came in. Sit down,
We have been discussing China and want some information badly."
The general raised his right hand in military salute, directing his
eyes first to his provincial senior and former chief, then to the others
before he brought his hand down.
He removed his hat and sabre and the servant carefully carried them
away. He seated himself on a cushion and crossed his legs on the mat.
"Nice to see you gentlemen all assembled together. Am I not inter-
rupting an important meeting? I just stopped in on my way home
from the office-I live a short distance from here—to chat with the
Genro."
The air of formality was lifted.
"Katsura, do you have any important news regarding the Boxer Re-
bellion?"
The general hesitated.
"All trustworthy men here."
His eyes travelled around the faces and back to Ito. "Well, three
new developments: One is a series of new outbreaks in Manchuria.
The second is a request that we relinquish the allied supreme com-
mand. The last is that our battalion deliver the Chinese capital into the
hands of the allies."
"piat's good news!"
"Yes, that's really gratifying, Genro, because our officers and sol-
diers proved to be dependable, akhougE they were assigned to the
hardest quarter. Their bravery won praise from the foreigners.*'
"So our military machine got its first international recognition there,
eh?" The Genro and the others were pleased to hear it
"We had anticipated this outcome, however," General Katsura re-
sumed. "In Manchuria the Chinese mobs destroyed the Russian railway
tracks and rolling stocks. But they were smothered by the Russian
military guards. What I do not understand is the rapid increase of the
Czar's army in the region—and still more puzzling is the second point
I mentioned."
"H'rn."
"That came about in a strange way* It came from Germany at
the request of the Czar. The Kaiser cabled to our government that
the Czar wanted to have a German Field Marshal, Count von Walder-
see, appointed to the supreme command of the allied army in China* so

